Sample Paper (Proofreading)

Writing a thesis at the Master'smaster’s or PhD level is a huge milestone for any student. It represents years of study, research and personal investment. Because of it's importance, the final product should reflect the highest standard of academic quality. However, even the most intelligent and meticulous students are liable to make mistakes in grammar, spelling or punctuation. (Smith et. al 2015) This is why hiring a professional proofreader can make a big difference in your final submission.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: Typically, [Master’s] is only capitalized when introducing a specific degree, e.g., [Master’s of Arts].	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: [It’s] means [it is], which doesn’t quite fit here. I’ve changed it to [its], which is a possessive term that fits better grammatically.
Firstly, proofreading helps to ensure clarity and coherence in your writing. When you’re too close to your own work, it's easy to overlook awkward phrasings or repetativerepetitive sentence structures. A proofreader can identify these issues and offer suggestions to improve readability. This is especialyespecially important if English is not your first language. A fresh pair of eyes can catch subtle errors that you may have missed entirely. Hannah Montana once said, “Everybody makes misteaksmistakes.”. A proofreader can catch these mistakes for you.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: [Your] is a possessive pronoun, which doesn’t quite fit here. I’ve revised it to [You’re], which means [You are].

In addition, a proofreader is familliarfamiliar with academic conventions and formatting standards required by universities (Rodriguez pp. 4). Citations, references lists, and page formatting are all crucial elements of a thesis that must be consistantconsistent and correctly applied. Even small mistakes in these areas can cause your thesis to be marked down or rejected by your supervisor or committee.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: I’ve removed the serial comma here for consistency throughout.

More over, presenting a polished thesis demonstrates professionalism and attention to detail. These qualities are important not only for academic success, but also in future careers. Employers and[footnoteRef:1] academics alike will notice a clean, error-free document and take you more seriously as a result.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: [Moreover] is one word. [1:  Leslie, G. & Hilary White (1996) ] 


Lastly, proofreading saves you time and stress. After months or even years of working on a thesis, most students feel exhausted and mentally drained by the time they finish. The last thing you want to do is spend days combing through your own text for minor errors. By hiring a proofreader, you can focus on finalisingfinalizing your defense or preparing for submission without worrying about comma's and misplaced apostrophes.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: You’ve used US English conventions throughout, so I’ve changed this term from its UK to its US English spelling.

In conclusion, hiring a proofreader for your master's or PhD thesis is not just a luxury —it's a smart investment in your academic future. It ensures that your hard work is presented in the best possible light, and gives you the peace of mind knowing that your writing is clear, correct and professional.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: In most cases, the em dash is unspaced in US English.	Comment by A. Clawson, MPhil: I’ve removed the comma here, as it was grammatically incorrect.
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